Complications associated with the treatment of small cell lung cancer.
Major modalities of treatment in small cell lung cancer include chemotherapy, radiation therapy and surgery and all of these cause both early and late toxicities. Common toxicities, both early and late, are described in all of the modalities of treatment. Emphasis on new approaches such as the use of colony-stimulating factors to reduce myelosuppression, new antiemetics to make cisplatin and anthracyclines much more tolerable, the use of cardiotoxic anthracyclines such as Epirubicin and emphasis on the incidence of second malignancies in this population, some of which will likely decrease due to decreased use of procarbazine and nitrosoureas along with fewer courses of chemotherapy.